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‘Phe Spectator’ on ‘The Resurrection of the Body’ is, 
in a way, instructive ; not because it tells us anything, but ve ! à 
because it reveals a state of mind. — It is always hazy and A long communication on ‘Occultism,’ signed ‘Penwith,’ 
groping, on the subject of the immortal life, but its haze appears m 5 The Church Review. It is written with 
and ils groping admirably reflect the state of what is ovident seriousness an enormous mproyvemsnt on the old 

called ‘the public mind.’ We agree with it that the notion conventional drivel, almost as wicked as it was foolish —bnt 
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- wn oulside-of-the Church confession of faith in the worst This writer is a good Spiritualist, and does not know it; 
P o of the pseudo- Apostles’ Creed.’ but he would know it if he could only get a little freer from 
4 he Spectator’ repeatedly draws attention to the the old notions of miracle and God's ‘interferences ' (his 
mudonbted fact that belief in the resurrection of the body OW" word), and come into the open, to natural law. He 
ially the resurrection of the body at some future is already half-way out, thanks, apparently, to Psychical 
udgment-day—has gone all to pieces. Speaking of Research and to his own personal experiences, which 
nity, it says: ‘Very fow indeed of them hold that would find themselves very much at home in * LIGHT. 

h : T : ike * 1 pieg > Ml ra 
present bodies will ever rise again, that idea being But he does not like *Liaur'; and he shrinks from 
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of “Tho Spectator’ contains the ‘Talk about a book with ‘local colour’! “The Light!” 
tory hy Rowena Sampson. Kay :— by Bernard Hamilton (Hurst and Blackett), seems all 
her ring story, the following may colour—rich, vehement, and occasionally somewhat too 

w. Tt occurred some eight yems warm; but thrilling, whatever happens ;—a veritablo 

oh Biya, Paulos ee rane romance for the times. But the weak ought to be warned. 

y ar the Mr. Hamilton is not only the writer of a gorgeously 

ing coloured romance: he is a prophet, in the good old sense of 

Lim dup; mí | that abused word; that is to say, he is a forthspeaker for 

ee thorttingelater, What he believes to be God, Humanity and Truth : and he 

can be very strenuous, very unconventional and very 
startling, ‘The first part of the book takes us to Egypt 
and mystery; the second to London and the seething 
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problems of to-day, but a curious psychological link unites 
them, It is a brilliant story, and as immense a bit of 
novel-writing as we have seen for many à day. 


We intended to note, before to-day, a very remarkable 
sermon, preached to a very large congregation, in St. 
Philips Church, Neweastle, by the Rev. Conrad Noel, on 
‘Spiritualism: its Contribution to Religious Thought.’ 
The sermon was buoyant, outspoken and frank in every 
way, as the following passages from a report in ‘The Daily 
Leader’ will show :— 


Mr. Noel averred that the popular so-called Christian 
belief a few vears ago was that after death the state of man 
was absolutely and forever fixed. A small minority went 
into a heaven of everlasting idleness, and the majority were 
everlastingly damned. At present, one minority in the 
Christian Church taught the old doctrine in all its ghastly 
hideousness. Another minority—to which the St. Philips 
clergy belonged—taught that every man, through possibly 
many a life after the present one, after painful experience, 
would eventually come into full and permanent salvation, 
and that his sin would come, gradually, to be rooted out. 
The vast majority in the Church, however, still believed, ina 
vague kind of way, in everlasting torment. They T? 
seldom preached a sermon on the good old-fashioned hell, 
bat they still went on preaching much the same kind of 
sermon about heaven, a heaven of absolute selfishness, for 
nothing could be more selfish than to wish to be saved 
whilst their dearest friends were tortured. Some Non- 
conformiste preached a future life of progress. His own 
belief was identical, in many important respects, with that of 
the Theosophists, on the one hand, and Spiritualists on the 
other. He believed that ‘ Whatsoever a man sows, so shall he 
man was cowal 


Some preachers had given u hing the torments of 
bull but End eubsitated no troe teaching lor it, Sarely, the 
belief in the ive future of man was of the utmost 
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320 pages: mo chapters, no subject headin 
stream of sensible, thoughtful and practicall 
but ending in the really funny way we deserih 
the exhausting of a big barrel, and the final d 
To tell the truth, we think that fact 

the editor's statement that 


They were perhaps not able to stop the machins. 


it came from 
right moment, or to smartly turn off the tap 

We think the book deserves attention, and y 
we said 8o. 


* Poems of two worlds,’ by Reginald B. Span (1, 
Digby, Long and Co.), will doubtless fulfil its misi 
giving well-grounded pleasure to the writer's friend 
is an entirely creditable performance, on its own 
though it lacks the glow, the originality and the fin; 
phrasing of poetry on its higher reaches. But th 
scarce, very scarce, in these days of cataracts of “py 
and liqueur glasses of poetry. d^ 

‘Cecile, however, is not far from the (poetic) King 
of Heaven; and ‘Onward! Upward!’ might e : 
turned into a spirited and helpful hymn, the key; 


which is perfectly sounded in that fine opening lin 


Up the hills of grand endeavour. 


‘The Coming Light’ (San Francisco) is full of yy, 
things, and is particularly bright and human. The Oe, 
number introduces us to a young Californian poet, with, 
most interesting portrait and a pleasant selection from), 
writings. The following has some originality about i 
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Flower in the seed, 
Earth in the sky, 
Plenty in need, 
Truth in the lie; 
Death in the life, 
Life in the clay, 
Joy in the strife, 
Night in the day. 
Heaven in sorrow, 
Hell in delight ; 
To-day and to-morrow 
vere. uried in night. 
Clod in the soul, 
Soul in the clod, 
Rounding the whole, 
in God, 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
necting of Members, Associates, and friends of te 
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the fret 


Hall (entrance from Pics. 
next, November 18th, vhs 
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THE AMERICAN CONVENTION. 


| The ‘Banner of Light’ gives a full report of the Sixth 
| Annual Convention of the National Spiritualists’ Association 
of the United States of America and Dominion of Canada, 
The Convention, which was held in the Masonic Temple, 
Washington, was opened on October 15th, and the proceed 
ings extended over four days. 

The time was mostly occupied by the transaction of pure 
matters of business; the reception of Reports, and of 
reports on the reports, by committees appointed for that 
special purpose; the consideration of questions to which 
such reports gave rise ; the appointment of officers, ke. Of 
all this, little would be of any special interest to our readers, 
beyond the very gratifying fact that a spirit of goodwill and 
harmony prevailed throughout, and that the results were 
such as to promise even greater success on the part of the 
Association in the future than in the past. We note that in 
the report of the Vice-President, Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, 
that lady made the following reference to the visit paid by 
the United States Delegates to the recent Congress in 
Two years ago your Vice-President (not by virtue of her 

capacity) was honoured by an invitation from E. 
E Esq., President of the London Spiritual 
to be present at the proposed International 
of Spiritualists, to be held 1n London. It was then 
to hold that Congress in 1897. Later it was decided 
hold it in this jubilee w. As the President of the 
ional Spiritualists’ Association was unable to attend, the 
ar was conferred upon your Vice-President to lead the 
es from the National Spiritualists’ Association to the 
om Congress. The other representatives appointed by 
onal Association were: Miss Lilian Whiting, Bos- 
Dr. J. M. Peebles, California; Mrs. Jennie Hagan 
on, Texas ; Dr. Fred. L. H. Willis, New York, Miss 
g was called suddenly to Paris and could not be pre- 
the Congress. Dr. Willis was unable to attend. 
three others, Dr. Peebles, Mrs. Jackson and your Vice- 
ent, accompanied Mr. J. J. Morse on his return trip 
National Jubilee. I here desire to place on record 
edgment of the courtesy and Moines shown by 
eon the voyage and in London. 
ARRIVAL IN. LONDON. 
June 18th, we arrived in London, and on Sun- 
as an opening to the Congress, a service was 
James’s Hall (Banqueting Room), under the 
ution of the Rev. John Page Hopps. The room was 
d that an overflow meeting was at once arranged 
ler room in the same building. Dr. Peebles, Mrs. 
our Vice-President were asked to assist at 
r. Morse acting as chairman. Both meetings 
t success, and were a splendid beginning to the 


entatives were received with every manifesta- 
and fraternity, not only as representatives of 
piritualists’ p Herde of the United States 
but as representative workers in Spiritualism. 
of the Congress has been published in full in 
orlds! ‘Liew’ is 
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ions followed the presentation of some of the papers The 
various subjects, including the philosophy and phenome =, 
were ably and clearly presented. Many lengthy papers, how- 
ever, could not be aad at the Congr but the whole are 
being published in * Licut,’ in each «nec 
we were told that it would re juire a whol 
them. 


ive number, and 
to publish 


SPIRITUALIAM ON THE CONTINENT 
sented by the 


A the 


It was noticeable that Spiritualism, as pre 
representatives from the Continent, treated mo 
philosophical and mental phases, the physical 
and tests or messages occurring usually in the fam 
and private séances, both to protect the sitters à 
from the surveillance of the authorities (whe 
against spiritual phenomena in most European citi 

Automatic or inspirationa 
writing seems to bea favourite form of mediumabip 1n Italy, 
It is also noticeable 


France, and other European countries 
na and Are 


in Great Britain that the physical phenome 
secondary to the philosophy, or are, at least, not 40 much a 
art of the publie presentation as formerly, ot as in Americ 
There seems to be very little occasion, either in Continental 
Europe or England, for the di on of that so much 
mooted question (in this country) of ‘fraud.’ The police on 
the one hand and the tendency to private investigation on 
the other have led to different results from th 
here, and the Congress had no occasion, appa 
with this «ubject, the affirmative «ide of the qu 
undoubted mediumship and phenomena, being the 
chiefly considered. : 
One of the best letters to the Congress, also one o 
best to our own Jubilee at Rochester, was sent by W. 
Stead, editor of the * Review of Reviews, who was pre ented 
from attending the Congress by a serious accident on the 
very first day of the Congress (I think) Sir William 
Crookes, who also was unable to attend, sent a very good, 


at 


to ensure the best resulta 


tent 


a 


but rather non-committal letter, in which he reaffirmed his 
former experiments, but did not so distinetly affirm his con 
the 


viction of their spiritual origin as the Spiritualists in 
Congress might have wished. We are happy to note, how 
ever, that in the recently-published address of Sir William 
Crookes, on the occasion of his acceptance of the Presidency 
of the British Academy of Science, he spoke with no doubtful 
sound, and distinctly reatfirms the phenomena and their un- 
doubted source. Nothing could be better calculated to 
reassure Spiritualists and to interest the scientific minds 
than Sir William Crookes’ address ; better far before the 
British Association of Science than before the Congress of 
Spiritualists. 


Dr. Atrrep Russer WALLACE. 


Dr. Alfred Rassel Wallace was chairman on the afternoon 
assigned him, and read his paper. Preliminary to the read- 
ing he stated that he had made known the results of his 
investigations in Spiritualism from time to time and as 
recently as ten years ago, since which he had no further 
experiments to record, and had not changed his then 
expressed convictions (4e, of the truth of the phenomena 
and their spiritual origin) His Spiritualism, however, had 
led him along the line of applying its »rinciples to the social 
and political problems of the day, and he then proceeded to 
read his paper, which was broad, far-reaching, and which 
every true American and every friend of progress the world 
over could fully endorse. — He touched with matchless skill 
those problems that are now agitating the most enlightened 
minds of all nations. He seemed to be inspired by some of 
those great reformers who have passed to the higher congress 
of the skies, His benignant face was crowned with silver 
hair, and his earnestness of speech made him seem like a 
prophet declaring some of the social and political fulfilments 
of the twentieth century. Many expressed disappointment 
that Dr. Wallace did not give an address on Spiritualism. 
pods e what his Spiritualism har brought to him, and none 
could do more. 

The reunion or conversazione held in the St. James's 
Hall on Friday night was a fitting close of the Congress, and 


brought hy ot 
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DisrkRsION or REPRESENTATIVES. 
At the conclusion of the Congress your 
dispersed to different. of labour. 
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meeting at the Cavendish Rooms, and presided over by that 
veteran Spiritualist, Thomas Everitt, Esq. (who, with his 
noble wife, has sustained and strengthened the Cause in 
London for more than twoseore years) Here was familiar 
ground indeed, though, alas ! not many familiar faces, since 
of all who twenty-six years ago first welcomed your Vice- 
President to London, only a handful of the veterans 
remained. | recall Stainton Moses, James Burns, Benjamin 
Coleman, Mr. and Mrs. Mary Howitt, Mr. and Mrs. Hall, 
and a full halt hundred who, ripe in years and good deeds, 
have joined the great company beyond. 
Work iN. NgweasrLE-0N-TvNg, ENGLAND. 

On Sunday, July 10th, your Vice-President and her 
husband visited Neweastle-on-Tyne, in the extreme north of 
England, speaking for the Spiritualist society of that place. 
Here again were old and new friends, and here, as in alt the 
northern and middle counties of England, she found a truly 
American spirit, and the Cause has made much progress since 
our former visits. In fact, on the four preceding visits notice- 
able progress had been made, but now it is more marked. 
We missed the bodily presence of our former chairman, 
William Barkas, Esq., scholar, artist, politician and business 
man, one who for years bore the banner of Spiritualism 
forward in Neweastle to his great credit and advancement. 
People would say: ‘Oh, yes! if Alderman Barkas is a 
Spiritualist, there must be some good in it!’ Three week- 
day meetings were held at Newcastle and one at North 
Shields, near the moath of the Tyne, with eminently good 
results. 

Both before our visit north and after our return to 
London, visits and receptions occupied the time until the 
date of sailing for America, July 21st. 

We note that in the ‘Banner's’ account of the Vice-Presi- 

dent's Report no mention is made of Mrs. Cadwallader. 

It is true that that lady was not one of the delegates 

appointed to the Congress by the National Spiritualists 

Association, but she was chosen at the Rochester Jubilee 

to represent the gathering there ; was the delegate also 

of the First Association of Philadelphia and the National 

Young Peoples Union; and came over in the same 

vessel as the delegates of the Association. She took an 

active part in the proceedings of the Congress, and 

rendered very acceptable services to various local socie- 
ties both in London and the provinces —Ep. * Licnt.] 

Exgction or OFFICERS. 

á Mr. Harrison D. Barrett was re-elected President. We 

the Association on their wisdom in making this 

intment. Mr. Barrett has laboured hard on behalf of 

best interests of the Association, and sought in every 

way to keep the ‘Cause’ pure and beyond h. Inthis 

admirable 


effort we he will be well sustained. 
" The Hon. A. H. was elected Vice-President in the 
place of Mrs. Richmond. 
Mrs. M. T. Longley was chosen as Secretary, in the place 


of Mr. F. Woodbury. 
.  Ühanges were also made in the list of Trustees. 
A Geseroys Oprer. 
‘The following welcome statement came, in the course of 
the under the head of ‘New Business’ ;— 


that he had received a 
head of a scientific 
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OUR AMUSING CRITICS. 


By * AN OLD INVESTIGATOR,” 


No. I. 

Those persons who have possessed the patience and 
severance, to carefully investigate the varied phenomena 
the subtle laws, classed under the name of ‘spiritual, h 
achieved a position which enables them to perceive ü 
ignorance and utter incompeteney of those who ap i 
quently regarded by the ignorant as the great teacher» 
the present day. 

These assumed teachers may be fairly good exponent 
simple facts, connected with average science, and as qa 
they may do their work well. When, however, these in 
vsually puffed up with a belief in their own infallibili, 
venture to write on so subtle a matter as the phenome, 
termed spiritual, their brains seem at once to be deprive) y 


reasoning powers ; common logie is ignored, assertions ar 
put forward in place of facts, and falsehood is substitui 
for truth. 

The suecessful investigator 
regards such unfortunate men much as an English trav]; 
would regard a tribe of men in Central Africa, who had y, 
knowledge whatever of steam, electricity, or photography, 
but were under the delusion that they knew, and ooi 
explain everything. 

After the many severe lessons in the past, that history 
tells us have been given to the obstructionists of facts, anl 
truths, it shows a very feeble intelligence, when men rush is 
and assert, misrepresent, and assume the rôle of infallibility, 
and presume to teach those whose shoe latchets they a 
seareely worthy to untie. To the old investigator thee 
men are amusing, but to the ignorant they may be dangers, 
as they mislead, and misrepresent, where they cain y 
instruct. 

An excellent example of the feebleness of reasoning æ 
subtle phenomena will be found in ‘The Illustrated Lode 
News’ of October 22nd last, under the heading ‘Sine 
Jottings,’ by Dr. Andrew Wiison. 

It may be remembered that in his address to the British 
Association, Sir W. Crookes referred to certain facts connate 
with telepathy, and other phenomena governed by «ui 
laws. That Sir W. Crookes should have dared to spak ¢ 
such subjects, when Dr. Andrew Wilson does not believe in 
their existence, seems to have so irritated the Doctor that b 
seizes his pen and dashes off a series of sentences, which ae 
well worth preserving as examples—whilst we are surprised 
that during the penning of the production the policedil at 
interfere to ascertain what was the matter. Here is od 
the Doctor's paragraphs :— 

‘One cannot help expressing regret that the Praids 
(Sir W. Crookes) thought fit to interpo d 
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Sir W. Crookes how difficult problems, governed by the most 
subtle and delicate laws, ought to be investigated on 
scientific principles. We should as soon expect to hear of 
the King Penguin, with its little flappers in place of wings, 
instructing the Sea Eagle, and Albatross, how they ought to 
use their wings on scientific principles, in order to fly long 
distances, 

‘The spiritualistie dodgers,’ continues this profound 
Doctor, ‘always require the dark, or at least conditions 
that no scientific man, chary of his reputation as an observer 
of phenomena, could possibly accept.’ 

We were always under the belief that in order that we 

should obtain results, it was absolutely necessary that we 
adopt those laws which we found produced satisfactory 
results. In order to send a telegraphic message we must 
insulate our wire. Why insulate the wires? We ought to 
insist, as scientific investigators, that the wire ought not to 
be insulated, and then we should soon find that electrical 
tricksters and dodgers were unable to transmit a message, 
and that we, by our scientific cleverness, had imposed condi- 
tions which had fully exposed them ! 
— Reference is then made by Dr. Andrew Wilson to Mr. D- 
J, Home and Mrs. Lyon, and as we happened to be well 
ainted with both, we will in a future article state the 
and refer to the Doctor's assertions thereon. 


MEETING OF THE S.P.R. 


By AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT. 


meeting of the Society for Psychical Research, held 
Westminster Town Hall, on Friday evening, November 
F. Podmore read a paper entitled ‘A Predecessor 
pers? From Mr. Podmore’s point of view, Mrs. 
a clairvoyant medium—one of many others, 
and modern. Asa rule clairvoyants had not 
illy reported, for as a rule only good séances were 
An exceptional case was that of a somnambule 
M. Cahagnet, a cabinet-maker, residing in Paris, 
became keenly interested in animal mag- 
der his guidance this somnambule, whose name 

znot, became a clairvoyante of the first water. 
ith marvellous fidelity the features, dress, and 
of deceased persons, formerly known to the 
she clairvoyantly discovered and conversed 
ions absent from France, bringing messages 
inquirers and information of the missing 
Cahagnet was at great pains to obtain a 
Adéle’s statements, and many of the notes 
ngs and afterwards published were duly 
d by the person or persons interested. 
les was a very remarkable one, as it was 
d by that of Mrs, Piper. Its explanation 
mati According to Mr. Podmore, it might 
rits, but the probabilities were rather 
pathy. In reviewing the evidence, it 
he corroboration was strongest where 
n—that is to say, were already in the 
but when the statements made went 
ledge of those present confirmation 
ir. Podmore) must not be under- 

ing that came through Mrs. Piper 
t-transference ; but in dealing with 
hound to consider the records 
o, we must necessarily make a 
for actual spirit communication, 
. Podmore with an interesting 
j Reciprocal and ae 
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‘SPIRITUALISM FOR THE PEOPLE.’ 


The following Manifesto, addressed to Spiritualists 
generally, has been issued by the Onward Spiritualist 
Association, Peckham :— 


At the beginning of the past summer this Association, 
in a couple of Manifestoes under the above heading, ventured 
to press upon the movement the policy, while the fine 
weather lasted, of holding as many meetings as possible in the 
open air, The Association is glad to think that its advocacy 
of this form of propaganda was not altogether without 
result ; and it desires to express the hope that those societies 
and individuals that, during the warm weather, adopted 
the plan will not, as succeeding summers come round, 
allow the policy to fall into desuetude, 

In the first of the Manifestoes above referred to the 
Association said : 


‘As the winter approaches we hope to lay before the 
movement a “plan of campaign” whereby, during the cold 
weather, a knowledge of Spiritualism's glorious gospel may 
be brought before the people at their own firesides 
That promise the Association desires now to redeem. 

The winter plan of operations advocated is the systematic 
house-to-house disti ilutum, on loan, of Spiritualist literature. 
The modus operandi is for societies or individuals to purchase 
as large a supply as possible of some of the many cheap 
propagandist pamphlets on Spiritualism that are now to be 
obtained, Each copy of these pamphlets should, by means of 
an ordinary needle-and-thread, be strongly stitched in a 
stout brown paper cover. On the front of this cover should 
be written, rubber-stamped, or printed, in bold letters, the 
words : ‘To be called for in a week's time.’ Underneath 
this should appear the name and address of the society or 
person to whom the pamphlet belongs, together with the 
address of the nearest Spiritualist meeting-place. A few 
extra covers should be prepared, with which to replace those 
that get worn-out or soiled. 

One description of pamphlet should now be left at as 
many houses in the neighbourhood as there are copies in 
hand, with a verbal explanation that such pamphlet is, 
gratuitously, lent to read, and that it will be called for on 
that day week. (Of course a reeord should be kept of the 
houses at which the pamphlets are left.) The following 
week these pamphlets should be exchanged for others of a 
different sort, those that were left the previous week being 
now taken to a fresh series of houses, and soon. (Needless 
to say, back numbers of Spiritualist journals would be a 
very suitable kind of literature to distribute in this way ; 
and instead of being lent, they could be given.) 

By means of the plan proposed, an entire town could, 
even with a limited supply of literature, be quickly 
saturated with our doctrines, people being made acquainted 
with Spiritualist truths who otherwise would never have 
heard of them. Questions on the subject could, of course, 
be answered by the caller ; ‘ Lranr’ and ‘The Two Worlds’ 
could be offered for sale; Spiritualist books could be recom- 
mended for perusal ; and advice on circle-holding and other 
matters could be given, Altogether, were the plan suggested 
carried out by Spiritualists at all generally, an amount of in- 
formation on Spiritualistie subjects would be diffused, 
unprecedented in the movement's history, The interest 
aroused would be unbounded; and the converts made, 
innumerable. This Association ventures, therefore, with 
much fraternal feeling and many good wishes, to respectfully 
urge upon their fellow-Spiritualists in all parts of the world 
the immediate carrying out of the above-explained or 
some such idea, as perhaps a not unworthy method of still 
further celebrating, in this year of 1898, the movement's 
Semi Centennial. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
JNo, Theo. Aupy, President; 
Herner E. Brown, Secretary. 
80, Grenard-road, Peckham, London, 8.E., 
October 29th. 
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CAN WE AGREE ? 


Every now and then we find it necessary to pull our- 
selves together and ask this question ; and we always find 
the efficacy of the good, shrewd old plan of answering one 
question by asking another. In this case, for instance, we 
always find it extremely useful to ask: ‘Agree about 
what?’ That uniformly serves to answer the double 
purpose of clearing the air and opening the windows. Tt 
is indeed a lovely question: ‘Agree about what ?" 

But suppose we leave that for a moment, and ask 
another question: ‘Why should we agree ?’ or * Why want 
to agree!’ Has not the world, in the vast majority of its 
Societies, Institutions, Clubs, Churches and Drawing- 
rooms, been making the initial mistake of wanting people 
to think alike—or, at all events, to talk alike ; of resolving 
even to shut them ont or damn them if they did not, would 
not, could not think alike? How did this come about? 
The real canse of the tendency is probably the lingering 
barbarie inability to bear contradiction ; and so the Insti- 
tution or Club uses its black balls, the Drawing-room cuts 
or cold-shoulders, the man with strong opinions fires up, 
and the Church damns ; and all the time, the people con- 
cerned probably do not know what is really the matter 
with them ; do not know that they are only manifesting a 
sort of primeval-forest inability to bear contradiction. 

The not wanting everybody about you to agree with 
you is a fine result of personal culture; the desire to 
gather into one Society, Club, Drawing-room, or Church, 
thoughtful people who do not agree, will one day be one 
of the fine results of modern civilisation. But we are a 
long way from it yet. 
We could not help falling into this train of 
while rating eri ie American rope for dr 
x Declaratio! inciples ' ; and 
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him. He says: ‘That Declaration, now establisha] 


once and for ever annihilates all the creeds, theologies i 
divine inspirations that have plagued, confuse] " 
emasculated the intellect of mankind in all times’; andi 
is, in his opinion, * the one paramount teaching of all 


communication since the rappings at the Hyde 


cottage.’ 

The odd thing is that this writer does not seem toy 
what would happen if he got a Declaration which woy 
“sweep away, at one fell swoop, the whole theologie stn 
ture of the ages’; for he goes on to say : 


Just look at our so-called, and too often self-called, ley]; 
One insists We must recognise, in terms, a personal (uj 
Another ridicules the suggestion as a softening of the brin 
Again, one regards Jesus as the great divinely inspir] 
pattern teacher, and bitterly berates all who differ, with ra| 
orthodox unction, An equally intelligent man laughs a 
this and regards the Nazarene as a myth founded on a myth 
And so we go. Á 

Next comes the scientific Spiritualist, if anyone ean tel) 
what that is. Read Dawbarn's paper on atoms, sent to thy 
Jubilee, and then turn to Loek wood's address on the molecular 
hypothesis as necessary to spirit communication, and then t 
Mrs. Richmond's discourse on the X-ray, and finally to Abby 
Judson's letter on * Whirls,’ and then try and fix up a common 
platform on which they and their sympathetic thinkers can 
all stand. 


And yet he is ready to add to all this variety his own 
Declaration, warranted to smash everybody's theology, in 
the name of ‘individual mental freedom’! i 

Then in comes Professor J. S. Loveland, in ‘The Light 
of Truth, with Ais ‘vital fact.’ Certain persons, he says, 
‘still hunger for the fleshpots of Egypt, and, as they ih 
‘in dead earnest, they are dangerous ; so all the fleshpts 
(of old belief in a personal God) must be taken out of 
the way. * Modern Spiritualism,’ he says, ‘is a distinctively 
new era in human thought and experience,’ and the ok 
‘Babylonian structures of all past systems of religin' 
have fallen before it. Hence we want a Declaration ¢ 
Principles which will recognise this * vital fact,’ which wil 
‘state what we mean by life, what are its factors, power, 
possibilities, and destiny,’ social, political, and religious (a 
very large order!). Especially must we come to a settle- 
ment as to ‘the God question,’ and ‘ there is none more iy 
need of settlement’; but it must be ssttled vigorously, 
‘The spirit of compromise yields to the demands of ignonut 
conservatism, but there must be no compromise abou 
God, says Professor Loveland. He has got to go. ‘We 
must shut out the idol,’ in every form, whether as 'a 

deity’ or ‘an impersonal God or “Oversoul, 

invested with personal attributes.’ This, says the Pm. 

fessor, is ‘a monstrous inconsistency,’ and ‘to prevent it 

we in due time carefully and exhaustively disus 

the question’ (think what that must mean !). We mwt 

then, he says, so ‘construct our Declaration’ as to har ol 

od who ean be a proper object of ‘love or revere 
PE 

erable. But what is the monl! 

barbarie desire to make men age 

ur music, we want the while 

ng and a trombone, Beside, 

sis of belief in the ope 
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SEANCES FOR SOMNAMBULISTIC AND 
MEDIUMISTIC PHENOMENA, 


By M.— T. Fatcomer, 
Of Alessandria, Piedmont, 


Licenziato dalle Se 


ni Magistrale e Consolare della R. Scuola 
Superiore di Venezia. 
Professore. titolare di scienze giuridiche nel. R. Istituto 
"l'eenieo di Alessandria Già nominato Console onorarió 
di Hawaii. 
Translation of Address written for the International Congress 
of Spiritualists, held in London on June 19-24, 1808, 


(Continued. from page 544.) 


PART I. 
Cuarrer LI. —SrECIAL OBSERVATIONS. 

1. Characteristics of the psychical communications—a 
ense of phonie phenomena. 

2. Categorical questions as to the cause of the pheno- 
mena ; practical philosophy. 

3, Discussions concerning the cause of the phenomena. 

4, Communications at the first series of sittings. 


1, From an objective point of view, the writing in the 
somnambulie state bore an English character, without 
j abbreviations ; it was large and sloping, rounded and wider 
spreading than her own handwriting. The words often ran 
one into another, and altogether it was not so easy to read 
as her own normal writing. The average length of the 
communication was of thirty lines of seven words each. 
“The sum total amounted to 570 lines or 23,990 words. 
As to the rapidity used, it was of about one hour for 
lines or 994 words. As to the literary form, the style 
nthe communications was different from the Countess's 
style. The expressions were clear and correct, with a 
ney to conciseness and sobriety of language. The 
cb treated was generally of a serious character and 
moral, 
n the subjective point of view—-as to the agent of the 
the consciousness of the Countess was never 
t. The written messages purported to proceed from 
parted. Thesame applied to the oral communications. 
only during the second series that, whilst entranced, 
e ‘I? Remarkable was, in the same séance, the 
her personality to one or more Egos. The unknown 
0 d to be a disincarnated spirit, as well in this 
| other manifestations obtained in both series of 
nd in the spontaneous phenomena of sounds. It 
the following way :— 
vening not devoted to a séance, I was sitting with 
in the usual drawing-room. I was reading to her 
iptions of Venice, and was making the rough 
plan thereof, which she followed attentively. 
words : ‘In this way the Canal Grande 
e. the silvery sound of a bell was heard, 
to be at a distance of a metre and a half from 
rance of the drawing-room ; but, as it happened, 
no such thing as a bell there. The idea which 
at once was that the eat, playing under 
e, had given a jerk to a bell which I 
ned to the top of a closed skein-winder 
on this little table. 1 say I supposed, 
rly discern the top of the skein- 
faint light near which we were 


the Countess. 
ipso reel about the 
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‘Good gracious, what is it!’ exclaimed the Countess. 

‘What do you think it can be? Are you afraid of 
thieves? Let us go and see.’ And together we entered 
the only room next to the one which we occupied, to catel, 
if possible, the author of the disturbanee. We looked, we 
searched, but in 

‘Now, you have convinced yourself that there are no 
thieves. How can you be afraid of nothing?’ said I. The 
question was easy enough to put, but how about explaining 
the mysterious fact ? 

Somewhat troubled and impressed, the Countess, acting 
on asuggestion of mine and falling at once into the usual 
state of hypnosis, began writing : ‘I am Mima, I am Mima.” 
After this she drew the design of a grate or railing and 
came to herself. 

* Who is this!’ I asked. 

After a moment's thought in which she seemed to search 
her memory, she answered that it was the name of a maid 
who had died. 

2. As the Countess B. wasthe only subject for observation 
and control at the sittings, I was enabled to ask many ques- 
tions of her on the facts observed and their causes. 

(a) Were these facts some game played by her? (/) Were 
they occasioned by her £go while she was immersed in this or 
that phase of somnambulism! (e) Did they proceed from 
my will or the will of any of the company or from the joined 
wills of all? (4) Were they caused by the will of some one 
absent, by telepathic action? (2) Or were they a production 
of the so-called unconscious Ego? 

Though a great many other questions might be asked 
pushing the anal further, so as to respond to the 
unexhaustable exigencies of pure philosophy, I shall limit 
myself to practical philosophy, observing facts and drawing 
the conelusions which good sense indicates. 

3. Various reasons, physical and moral, many arguments, 
objective and subjective, separate as well as combined, make 
it evident that the causes aforenamed were not the only 
source of facts of which I had been the only witness at the 
eleven first sittings, assisted by other persons at the remain- 
ing eight. 

These reasons and arguments constitute such a basis as to 
satisfy all the critical minds that do not lose themselves in 
those infinite possibilities where any truth can be argued 
with equal success of dialectic. 

During the séances the Countess was not in a normal 
condition, but in an abnormal one, more or less profound. 

Was ita natural state of somnambulism, or was it induced ! 
It certainly was not induced by my will, for I could not help 
feeling always a kind of difidence on account of my acknow- 
ledged ignorance, in case of something unpleasant befalling 
her. Nor did she herself exert any volition, as out of mere 
kindness she seated herself at the table, when, without any 
preparation, she would soon pass into that extraordinary 
state in which she delivered either written or verbal 
messages, And this arrived spontaneously, owing either to 
a special disposition of the organism or purposely induced 
by an unknown agent. 

This intention was always tacitly implied, with one 
exception, however ; at the twelfth séance, enigmatic intel- 
ligences announced that on this evening they would 
mesmerise her, which they did even to the phase of lucidity. 

Whilst in this abnormal state her right hand would draw 
lines and letters. I read the writings, addressed questions 
to the intelligence that presided, and arranged the paper 
under the medium's hand. Sometimes in the presence of 
others she would write things which in her normal state 
she would not have written, Once the writing terminated, 
she fell into catalepsy and was seen in this condition by a 
servant--a thing which she would have particularly dis- 
liked—and came to herself as soon as this person had left 
the room for help. This could not have occurred if she had 
not really been in a somnambulistie state, 


On this occasion, though I was acquainted with her 
nediumistie tendeney and the perils which she might ineur 


management, E had insisted 
a more 
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grinding her teeth and falling into eatalepsy. Terribly 
startled at this I called on her, carried her like a dead 
corpse to the window to let the fresh air revive her, and 
finally called on the servant for help, though I should have 
liked to keep her in ignorance of our séances. But all was 
in vain. By and bye she recovered of herself, with an 
appearance of absolute forgetfulness of all that had occurred. 

The hidden individuality who manifested in mediumistic 
somnambulism, whether its name be enigmatic intelligence, 
occult Ego, unattainable agent, mediumistic personality, &c., 
suggested to us to add a third person to our sittings, so as to 
obtain success more promptly and with less fatigue to the 
medium. This suggestion was insisted upon just before my 
leaving for Venice, a journey which was to interrupt for 
three months our first series: but the suggestion. being 
amtrary to onr wishes remained a dead letter until our 
twelfth sitting. 

To my inquiries, verbal or mental, simple or complicated, 
particular or general, cunning or ingenuous, spontaneous or 
prepared, which I addressed to this occult Ego at the 
beginning of each séance—before the medium fell into the 
somnambulistie state or whilst she was asleep—to all my 
questions the unknown intelligence answered at onee, with- 
out hesitation. Sometimes the answer even preceded the 
question. On the possibility of communicating in other 
languages than Italian; of writing without the medium’s 
hand ; on the importance of physical, supra-normal pheno- 
mena ; on the medium's condition during the séance ; what 
I must do to develop mediumistie power,—on every topic I 
received a ready answer. The Intelligence perceived also my 
unexpressed desire that it would talk more at length, fore- 
told the commotion created by Spiritism and its ultimate 
triumph, prophesied my conversion to it, even to becoming 
one of its apostles. It exhorted us to virtue, and closed by 
inviting us for the ensuing evening. 

4, As an illustration of the foregoing I transcribe the 
response obtained at our sixth séance :—- 

(a) ‘Ce soir je répondrai trés brièvement à quelqu’ une 
de tes demandes parce que l'étatdu médium m'effraie. Elle 
est bouleversée e les luttes quotidiennes et elle souffre de 


son isolement. Je ne puis pas la fatiguer sans crainte de 
la rendre malade.’ 
‘Practise more frequently, as I have told you before. In 


this manner you will in time e first a mechanical writ- 
pO wd then an intuitive one, but it requires patience 

* At the moment of the spiritistic ()) communication the 
medium is in a condition of isolation and commotion, which 
inn renders voie era irom her usual xc 
state. To protract that state might prove injurious in certain 
circumstances.” 4 

“I could write myself but not yet. I shall let you have 
also physical phenomena. They have their ess to 
prove 


LIGHT: 


[November 12, 189g 


us that he would next time answer by tiptology, ii 
followed instructions patiently, After the first séay,, ^ 
advised us to find a third assistant, so as to obtain 2 
phenomena with less fatigue to the medium; he insist 
upon perseverance and harmony, the necessity of 5d 
and always expressed himself with reverence towards th, 
Divinity. " 

One more argument against the hy pothesis of Countess y 
playing a part was that at the time of the manifestation us 
was perfectly unconscious, and also that she was not one t 
make light of sacred topics. 

The occult agent also quieted my fears that the mediun 
might fall a victim to dangerous forces ; he knew my pr 
pensities, and could penetrate into my most intimate secrets 
His allusions and exhortations often conveyed a hidden 
meaning which I alone could interpret and appreciate to its 
full extent. They often produced on my mind the deepest 
impression. Nor was he hesitating or uncertain in lj, 
advice, but showed himself fully capable of judging my 
thoughts and actions in a most deliberate and reliable way: 
and this without the medium’s having the faintest know. 
ledge of these things, and without my creating any mental 
vibrations, as I was not at the time thinking of them, | 
was standing, in fact, before an occult mentor, however 
fraternal and friendly his language to me. Though ten 
years have gone by since he manifested to me, as I read over 
his messages now I can still feel the truth and sincerity 
that pervade them. The condition in which Countess p, 
was at the time, her surroundings, the contents of the 
messages, the different types of individuality who mani- 
fested through her, all tend to make them more and more 
convincing. 

(To be continued.) 


‘LE JOURNAL DU MAGNETISME.’ 


This paper, founded by Baron du Pótet and continued 
by M. Durville, will in future be edited by M. Alban Dulyt, 
Its new title will be: ‘Le Journal du Magnétisme et de |; 
Psychologie.’ It will appear on December 5th, and fon- 
nightly afterwards. 

The new Editor, M. Dubet, is the author of the articles 
on ‘Hallucinations, noticed in ‘Lien, p. 221. He has 
republished these in book form at the Librairie du Magn. 
tisme, 23, Rue St. Merri, Paris, presenting a synthetic study 
of waking, sleep, magnetic, mediumistie and magical states 
The author deals with hallucinations of various character; 
sensorial, psychic, telepathic, pathological, collective ; during 
awakened, sleep, and secondary states. 

Magnetism is the door to Spiritualism, and is similar in 
kind to suggestion : ‘these two agents condition and may 
replace each other, says Professor Boirac. Baron Du Pitet, 
in his ‘Magie Devoilée, showed that it was the basis of 
magie. A useful field would be open to the journal if it 
intends, as its title implies, to deal with the unity under 
lying these several facets of the one basic agent. 


— 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SOCIETY FOR 
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


By Cian tes Dawnarn. 

Years of patient investigation through the now renowned 
Mrs. Piper have apparently convinced your learned secre 
tary, and many other members of your society, that a tomb- 
stone and an epitaph are not the end of humanity. At 
Jeast in certain cases the deceased has so declared, to the 
satisfaction of your own most experienced investigators. 
Since years of like research, extended for a generation, will 
be but repetitions of your well-worn experiments, I now 
venture to ask whether you have accomplished all that you 
deem likely to be of benefit to humanity ? 

You have found a sensitive whose development cor what 
is called ‘tests’ you have encouraged with scientific 
watchfulness and care, until her phase.of * test mediumship ’ 
has won your approval as honest and true. You sought for 
tests, and it is tests you have found. You are now 
complaining —some of you, including your learned secretary 
—that most of your spirit visitors exhibit but little 
intelligenee, eompared with that manifested in earth life. 
You find their communications, to use a phrase of the 
impatient Faraday, ‘no better than the twaddle of country 
parsons. Permit me to suggest that your object was ‘test 
proof of spirit return,’ and not proof of spirit knowledge and 
intellect, and that as skilled investigators you had no right 
to expect astronomical lore when you were on an expedition 
hunting fossils. As ‘test’ hunters you were a success ; why 
should you complain if you did not bag other game? You 
have never yet, so far at least as published, made any 
earnest attempt to discover spirit knowledge in any special 
branch of science. That is not a matter of surprise, for you 
have continued, as a society, unwilling or unable to accept 
‘spirit return’ as a demonstrated fact. Long ago your 

_ present illustrious President, Sir William Crookes, made an 
exhaustive study of materialisation. The result was, 
apparently, the same as that now reached by your 
rienced secretary and his co-workers. The asserted 
uct was deemed to be proved, but of little immediate value, 
ce the intelligence evoked was never above that of the 
è mortal. So it happens that trance mediumship, 
materialisation of form, have now had exhaustive 
on by distinguished members of your society. In 
a committee might rise and report that its 
been attained. I now respectfully request you 
nt one or more committees whose sole duty shall be 
igate the scientific knowledge possessed by your 
w. And kindly permit me to point out what 
be your only path to success. 
e no renowned member of your society who is 
less a specialist. His study and adaptation 
him an authority on some one branch of scientifie 
You now deem it desirable that he shall meet 
ice, as it were, a brother student of like taste and 
ng in a world, and amidst conditions, where 
l is not focussed at the cemetery, nor his 
nited to a few years of earth life. 
members should, necessarily, be in com- 
with power, if necessary, to employ an 
her. Both must have satisfied them- 
ibility of spirit return, and have passed the 
hat no time may be wasted over any 
t identity. ‘There is to be no question of 
nal nor of any other phase of spirit return, 
ntelligenee, and the knowledge possessed by 
x. The limitation of the committee to just 
much of the present inharmonies of 
confusing to spirit control of any 
us acknowledged that ‘speciality,’ 
life line, is a necessity of intel- 
ule must also be applied to the 
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treated as a maid of all work, who shall not only wash 
dishes and serab floors, but do anything else that any 
member of the family may demand. Such a system, or 
rather ‘no system, has led to confusion, and the lack of 
intelligent controls, whose absence you bewail. This is 
emphasised in the remarkable mediumship of Madame 
d'Esperanee, the valued friend of Zöllner, Friese, and 
Aksakof, and with whose autobiography, entitled ‘Shadow 
Lar My I ha HE right to assume you are all familiar You 
had in England for many wonderful 
medium, who has striven to give her life, her means, her 
strength to proving to the world that man is immortal, and 
that spirit return is a possibility. Yet therein is an awful 
lesson of your lack of sagacity. There has not been even a 
whisper of protest against her waste of this precious 
mediumship, which happens to include the manifestation of 
the scientific knowledge which you complain is usually 
absent. She has been enc 1 to play the ‘maid of all 
work’ to the most dire extreme. The mere enumeration of 
the phases to which one weak organism has submitted is 
startling. We have clairvoyance, clairaudience, rappi 
passage of matter through matter, the reading of sea 
letters, sketching and painting in the dark,with materialisa- 
tion in the light, when she was herself outside the cabinet. 
To these have been added not only tests to many casual 
visitors, but automatic writing, used for the very phase you, 
as a society, should be seeking above all others. Here 
has been an almost unrivalled mediumship, diffused and 
diluted into phase after phase, till it is no wonder the 
poor medium pathetically complains of ‘the difficulty of 
obtaining reliable messages.’ Yet the one phase, most 
desirable of all, was for months exhibited with a power that 
should startle your society at its waste of precious time 
in hunting ‘tests.’ 

An accidental remark of Mr. Barkas, F.G.8., who was an 
invited visitor to the home le, that he was about to 
deliver twelve popular scientific lectures, led to comments 
and queries by a spirit which startled Mr. Barkas, and ulti- 
mated in a postponement of his intended iecture upon 
electricity. Presently various learned gentlemen requested 
admission to these quiet home circles. We are told that 
Light, Sound, Acoustics, Musie and Harmonies were each in 
turn investigated and discussed from the highest standpoint 
which that audience of inharmonious sceptics could receive. 
No wonder that under the strain of such inharmony Madame 
d'Esperanee broke down. One would have thought that 
the world of science, or ‘at least the leaders of the Society 
for Psychical Research, would have awaited her recovery 
with breathless anxiety, recognising that at last intelligence 
from the unseen was to be had by obedience to natural law. 
But, instead, we find the poor medium still groping in the 
dark, and once again wasting her precious forces in trying to 
demonstrate materialisation and spirit photography. I 
would not undervalue any phase, but surely that of pure 
intelligence is the grandest and rarest of all—in itself a 
Koh-i-noor of far greater value than the diamond which 
sparkles in the British crown. 

Officers of the Society for Psychical Research, T appeal 
to you on behalf of a world hungry for scientific truth. 
Appoint your committees, each of one scientist skilled in 
his own speciality, and already convinced of spirit return. 
Choose a medium for each committee, whose forces are 
adapted for concentration on the same study; such a 
medium, for instance, as Madame d’Esperance, who would 
so gladly have been at your disposal in the past. Then you 
may rest assured that you will no longer have cause to 
complain that the intelligence of your spirit visitor is only 
on the level of the ‘country parson.’ If it be that such 
mediums are scarce, it rests with you to start a school for 
their discovery, and when found, see that each is trained to 
specialisation and regard for the truth. By that time your 
society will have a far wider field for its activity, and 
unseen comrades will be helping you to the spirit intelligence 
and knowledge you now mourn as absent. 

San Leandro, California, U.S.A. 


Mr i 
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CANON WILBERFORCE ON SPIRIT- 
COMMUNION. 

The St. John’s Parish Magazine for November contains 
an impressive article by the Rector, Canon Wilberforee, on 
ME Saints’ Day. Nothing could be more suitable for 
“Licut’ than the following :— 

Indestructible personal identity is the solemn thought 
of ‘All Saints and its first application is naturally to 
the memory of those whom we have seen pass away into 
the night, and their place know them no more. Communion 
of spirit with the departed is not a visionary emotional 
fellowship, but an essential reality ; its nature is the posses- 
sion of a common divine life ; God is the inmost essence in 
every man, therefore man is immortal ; its operation is love 
and afinity. 

Some whom we have loved have departed with characters 
formed, wills yielded, appetites conquered. I believe they 
are greatly capable of influencing us. ‘They loved us dearly 
on earth, prayed for us daily ; would have made any sacri- 
fices for us. Now they are in higher conditions, in 
fuller, freer, completer life. Natural affinity of spirit, the 
constraint of tender affection, the urgent necessity that 
must rest upon every child of God for remedial activity, 
would surely lead them to endeavour, at least, to impress 
our spirits by some impact of mind upon mind, to set free 
for us good influences by prayer. That we are not actively 
conscious of their influence is no proof that they are not 
working for our benefit. We were often unconscious or 
unregardful of their love when they were with us. The 
Communion of Saints is not memory, it is present love. 
Can you call up at will a vivid mental picture of the familiar 
features of one you loved on earth! Sometimes it is impos- 
sible to do so; sometimes the memory of the eye wholly 
fails, and the picture will not fill in. At other times, 
unbidden, the loved features come vividly before you, and 
the mental picture is there without effort. I think at that 
moment they are seeking spirit communion with us ; they 
are somehow mingling with our lives. Others, whom we 
have greatly loved, have passed away manifestly in incom- 
called into exercise, faults not yet corrected. Now I believe 
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‘THE RIFT WITHIN THE LUTE.’ 


In the ‘Theosophical Review’ for October, Mr Hunt 
actually questions * H.P.B.s* accuracy concerning the err, 
‘Rounds’ of humanity. This is to impugn the authority N 
the Mahatmas! Where does he expect to go! Perhay 
he has been studying Mr. Harris’s * Wisdom of the Adept 
(Esoterie Science in Human History), a copy of which is iy 
the reference library of the Blavatsky Lodge, though 
omitted in a recent catalogue which I have seen. (A copy 
given many years ago to their lending library has myster 
ously disappeared.) Only a few days ago, a Theosophist 
told me that the * Wisdom of the Adepts’ contained ‘blag 
magic’! I find Theosophists as a class depreciate any form 
of occultism except their own. The method of calling every 
dissentient a heretic is not uncommon with theologians of 
more than one type, but whether it has much weight as an 
argument is open to question, 

In the ‘Theosophist’ for October, Colonel Olcott says 
that Damodar will return * when “ H.P.B.” reincarnates/ But 
did not Mrs. Besant state some time ago that * H.P.B; had 
already reincarnated in the body of a young Brahmin, whos 
own spirit had deserted the material frame? Which are we 
to believe? All this is very sad ! 


E. W. Berries, M.D, 
48, Sussex-gardens, Hyde Park, W. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by corre- 
ym and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with 
or the purpose of presenting views that may elicit discussion, 


A Challenge to the Secularists. 

Sim,—It is somewhat difficult to imagine what it is that 
Mr. J. King wishes me to write. It is manifest that he has 
not investigated the claims of Modern Spiritualism in a 
practical and efficient manner, and is therefore not a very 
promising correspondent for a spiritual journal. 

As Mr. Foote, who is one of the acknowledged leaders 
among the Secularists, declines my invitation to a public 
discussion on Spiritualism, there is an end of the matter, | 
have not contemplated a journalistic correspondence with 
Mr. King or any other Secularist. 

I may, however, mention that the spiritualistic hypo- 
thesis is not sustained by the assertions of any person 
concerning the projection of their psychic self to a distance 
—creating bi-locationary positions—but in the return of the 
so-called dead and their intelligent communication with 
mortals. The writer was, many years ago, a member of the 
Secularist party ; but in those days access to spiritualistic 
evidences was much more diflicult than it is to-day. Hall 
1 la Secularist to the present time, I should deserve 
ght lacking in mental industry and perceptive 


; that if we admit the Secularists’ definition 
lt to resist the conclusion that death ends 

accept their definition of life ; and if the 
rue to their own principles of free thought 

y, they would speedily amend their dark- 
wr J. W. Manony, 
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Again : Prevention is not better than cure, in the pro- 
ion or evolution of the inner man. All progress is the 
I yesult of mistakes, by which à man learns to avoid errors, 
and finally to achieve success ; and our gain by being dipped 

into this muddy, mundane sphere is the education the 

— evolution —of our spiritual bodies, which could not have been 

— accomplished except by a path strewn with mistakes, pains, 
and triumphs. He whose worldly path is smooth and easy 
makes a poor finished article compared with him who falls 
and rises, suffers and triumphs. It is good for us to be 
alllieted, It is not reasonable to suppose that there are 
spirits on the other side who have not been incarnated, and 
who are as progressed mentally as if they had been 
materialised. If there are, then, as ‘Puzzled’ says, * What 
is the good of being incarnated?’ I cannot believe that the 
Divine Architect does anything unnecessary in the upward 
ascent of man’s spirit. 

The shortness of an average human life, and the use of 
physical life, are both potent reasons why reincarnation 
ought to be true, if it is not true. You cannot gain the 
knowledge or evolution in spirit life that you can in 
physical. Therefore fair play is not shown to that child 
who is cut off in early life if he has not a chance of being 
reincarnated. The ignorance of spirits on this subject is 
not of any moment. An earth-bound spirit, or one in a low 
- sphere, can only remember part of its earth life as connected 
with its last personality, and knows nothing of what will 
- happen to it in higher states, from whence it is assumed 
that reincarnation takes place. JOSEPH CLAYTON, 
59, Manchester-road, Bradford. 


Christian Science. 

— 8m,—Will you kindly permit me, as one taking a deep 
- interest in ‘Christian Science,’ to protest against the severe 
y criticisms recently dealt out to it? The system referred to 
seems, however, to have suffered more from some of its pro- 
ed representatives than from the harsh dictum of those 
who, evidently, know little or nothing of its principles, It is 
not my intention, in this letter, to enter intoa consideration 
those principles ; but I would wish to say that much mis- 
nderstanding would be avoided if those practising a system 
psychopathy, which professes to take the New Testament 
its basis, would refrain from undertaking the case of any 
on who, either openly or otherwise, expresses disbelief 
the treatment employed by it for the restoration of the 
o the blessing of health and strength. 

his may seem a severe rule. The severity is, however, 
apparent; and if we desire to follow the example of 
treat Physician, we should not fail to recognise that 
ing power was limited to the believing and receptive. 
)ne of the Evangelists tells of a certain place where 
s did not many mighty works because of their unbelief 
. xiii. 58). 

nnot think that God is glorified by our neglect to 
nowledge, when it is within our reach. The Apostle 
istinctly says, ‘Giving all diligence, add to your faith 
: and to virtue knowledge’ (2 Peter i. 5-8). 

I have read much literature on the psychopathic treat- 
ent of disease, many valuable works coming under my 
among these the writings of Rev. W. F. Evans 
recognition, A deep knowledge of anatomy 
accompanied the strong, true faith of this 
God has often healed the sick through 


in 


all such knowledge as tends to further the 
d the welfare of our fellow-beings. Biblical 
especially the ‘medical psychology of the 
’ presents a grand field for humble and 
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| th fourth century ; and the explana- 
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I persuade myself that many readers of ‘Lient’ will 


fully agree with the above words from the pen of one whose 


name will always be lovingly remembered by those sincerely 
desiring to relieve suffering humanity. 
A TRUTH-SEEKER. 


Churchmen and Spiritualists. 

Sin, — Seeing that you referred to a letter of mine in ‘The 
Church Review ' in your * Notes by the Way’ of September 
24th, E should like to say that it seems to me the time has 
come for Churchmen and Spiritualists to understand each 
other's position better. When you see from our standpoint 
you will understand that the position of the Church is 
entirely unique ; and, without any unkind feeling towards 
individuals, this position must be retained at all costs if she 
is to do the work entrusted to her by her Divine Founder. 

I suppose we have all read Swedenborg and his invaluable 
teaching on ‘correspondence. On this theory the ‘Church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth, as St. 
Paul calls it, was founded. We all have also read the 
magnificent account of the Temple Sphere as given by the 
great seer St. John. This sphere, so f am informed from the 
other side, is the highest sphere of which we have any 
cognisance, Most spirits never attain toit. The vast majority 
find their home in the lower happy spheres, and have no 
desire for the Temple Sphere, or any wish to rise to it. In 
the Temple Sphere we hear of a splendid city, of the paradise 
or garden surrounding it, and of a temple with a worship 
including the four points of ritaal—music, vestments, 
lights and incense. Moses was instructed ‘to make all things 
according to the pattern showed him on the Mount,’ and to 
St. John the same pattern was given. St. Paul says the 
priests of earth ‘minister according to the shadow and 
pattern of heavenly things,’ and that the temples of earth 
are ‘the figures of the true.’ 

Now, the chief worship of the Catholic (Universal 
Christian) Church was, till three hundred years ago, for 
fifteen hundred years, the Eucharist, It is still, thank God, 
the only Sunday morning worship for the great congregation 
of the branch of the Catholic Church nationalised in this land. 
Individual priests may put another in its place, and unfor- 
tunately do so; still, the Eucharist is very frequently offered, 
and it, by correspondence, opens into the Temple Sphere. 
This sphere is that, par excellence, of worship, not of praise 
and prayer; of the worship that only those really in union 
with the Divine ean give. To others it is one of the darkest 
of mysteries. It is the sphere of the saints, and of those 
capable of, and longing for, the state of the saints. By 
saints | mean those who on earth ‘lose self to find God,’ 
and who are actually one with Him through Christ. Of 
course, their numbers are, and must be, few compared with 
the millions of the rest of us. It is for this reason that the 
Church always has absolutely forbidden her priests and 
communicants to have any communication with any not 
living the life of holiness and worship of the Temple Sphere, 
or, at any rate, not aspiring to do so, The highest intelli- 
gences ave the most sensitive, and the iniluences of the 
Temple Sphere will not mix with any lower atmosphere, 
except to rescue from it to higher things. ‘The priest stands 
at the altar in direct connection with the Golden Altar 
above, but if he have round him the influence of those 
hardly, possibly, believers in the Incarnation -and without 
that no entrance into the lowest of the Christ Spheres even 
is possible—how can he offer without hindrance ‘the Lamb 
as it had been slain,’ in union with the highest, because the 
lowliest, worship of prostrate creation, before the Throne 
above? Of all things it is most necessary that our altars 
should be rigorously barred to all the haughty, or foolish, 
influences of the astral plane, too proud to bend before the 
Cross of Christ, By the astral plane I mean that below 
the Christ Spheres. Below them, again, | am told, are the 
hells of cruelty, and others. 

Tf truth-seekers of all kinds, especially those open to the 
other side, would regularly attend the Sunday morning 
worship of the Church, and take the trouble to learn to under- 
stand it, where the Eucharist is offered in the beauty of holi- 
ness and the holiness of beauty, they would hear and see 

T s closed to others. "hey ould then find how 
X . Augustine, ‘Thou hast made us for 
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Thyself, and our heart is restloss till it resteth in Thee,” for 
in that holy, loving, warm atmosphere they would ‘see 
God.’ Eyauisu: CATHOLIC. 


Repressive Laws. 

Sn, — With your kind permission I should like to refer to 
the letter on * Repressive Laws’ which appeared in * Liiur? 
of October Sth. T fully and gladly endorse much which was 
therein stated by the writer (Mr. Robinson, of Neweastle), 
and equally deplore with him that Spiritualists should in so 
many instances encourage for their amusement much which 
leaves scope for shady hit-or-miss guess work, which, in the 
end, is palmed off as the way in which the Spiritualists 
procure information, I would ask the writer what he 
suggests to rectify such proceedings. Being human, we are 
liable to err and to stoop to the gratification of the senses, 
not always aspiring as high as we might, and too often for- 
getful that the discarnate whom we profess to hold inter- 
course with, in very many cases are of a very questionable 
type. Many, as we have frequently heard, tarry on the 
earth’s plane, quite unable to progress towards a higher 
sphere—and such, be it remembered, likewise seek diversion 
and mirth, and enjoy such at the expense of the gullible and 
too credulous. It may not at all times be remembered that, 
to a great extent, choice belongs to each man, and a law of 
nature controls such a partiality—like attracts like ; and 
should we prefer the unfortunate earth-bound fraternity, 
we need not be surprised should we find ourselves wofully 
duped. 

Bacon, in his day, understood this law, and gave a whole- 
some warning, which might at this juncture bear repeating, 
and possibly assist towards some higher aspiration. 

* How ean a man comprehend great matters, that breaks 
his mind too much to small observations.’ 

As Spiritualists it should be our one endeavour and 
earnest prayer that the highest and most advanced should 
teach and instruct us poor benighted ones here below. More 
or less we have all been nursed on the lap of ignorance, and 
can hardly imagine that dangers yet lurk when we recognise 
the gleam of the coming light. 


astartling manner explains everything to the root, which 
Plato did not do. The lecture on the ‘Seven Souls of Man,’ 
i A pina cg value, breaking the frost- 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


"Tie JUNIOR SPIRITUALISTS CLUB or GREAT BRITAIN op 
ÜSNABURGH-STREET, LONDON, N. W.— Meetings for Novemba 
Tuesday, 15th, Mr. J. J. Vango, clairvoyance ; 22nd, muli 
evening, refreshments th, personal experiences, "he, dn 
opens at 8 p.m. —FronENcE Morse, Hon. See. » 

Hackney Socrery or SPIRITUALISTS, MANOR [tooy; 
KENMURE-ROAD, Mare-strerr, N.E.— Mr. H. Boddin 
gave an excellent address on Sunday last, — His remarks oy 
*Sowing the Good Seed,’ and * Love One Another,’ were very 
helpful to investigators and older Spiritualists alike. Two or 
three questions from the audience were also answered wit} 
satisfaction by Mr. Boddington. Next Sunday, at 6.45 pm, 
lecture on ‘Animal Magnetism’ by Mr.Sherwood.—O.11,, See 

Nortu Lonpon SPIRITUALISTS’ SOCIETY, 14, Stroy, 
Green-roap (end of the passage).—On Sunday morning 
last, the subject was ‘Mediumship.’ The evening meeting 
was conducted by Mr. Brooks, the subject being “The 
Fall of Man, as Understood by the Spiritualist.’ Several 
mediums were present, who gave clairvoyance and spirit 
messages. Sadiy next, at 11.30 a.m. and 7 p.m. ; Tues 
day, at 8 p.m, lecture ; Wednesday, at 8 p.m., members 
cirele.—T.B. 

ISLINGTON SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY, WELLINGTON Hayy, 
Urrer-srreet, IsLINGTON.—On Sunday last Mr. Willis 
gave a reading on ‘Ancient Church Guilds? Mr. Brenchley 
spoke on “The Church, Stage, and Spiritualism, Next 
Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. Brenchley’s subject will be ‘Christian 
Science and Healing.’ Thursday, at 8 p.m., circle for mem- 
bers only ; medium, Mrs. Brenchley. We regret the error in 
last week's report. Itshould have been: * Mr. Willis gave as 
a reading Miss Wormall's first address on “The Essentials of 
Spiritualism.” '—C. D. Carro. 

LONDON SPIRITUALIST CONFERENCE, LIBERAL Han, 
Forest Garter, E. (opposite the Station).—On Sunday last 
we held our meetings both morning and afternoon, Mr, 
Wm. Gibbs presided. The secretary read the report of the 
last conference, which was held at Canning Town. The 
report was adopted. The Secretary then read corre- 
spondence ; after this Mr. Gwinn was asked to read the 

per: ‘Are we each doing our utmost to further our 
Conse l^ Messrs. Humphries, Veitch, Morton, Burrows, 
Davies, and Drake spoke on the subject. At night Mr. Clegg 
presided. Messrs. Drake and Davies spoke well in connec- 
tion with our cause. This ended our Conference.—M. Cr, 


gton 


Cavenpisn Rooms, 51, MORTIMER-STREET, W.— With 
Mr. J. J. Morse upon the platform, Spiritualism is sure of 
ger eta to the public in a fitting manner.’ Thatisa 
remark often heard fiom the workers and friends 
of the Marylebone Association ; and the address entitled 
‘In of a Soul,’ delivered at these rooms on Sunday 
evening last, again gave ample evidence of the ability of the 
Pea her guide’ of Mr. Morse in presenting the truths of 
Eea to his hearers. We prefer not to attempt 
anything like a report of this able address, as no 
were taken at the time. The enthusiastic applause of 
large audience amply testified to their interest and 
tion. Prior to the address Mr. Morse gave a short 
ding, and Miss Morse sang a solo (* For all Eternity’), 
olin obligato by Miss Brerely, which contributed 

o the success of the meeting. Next Sunday, at 7 pm, 
eCreadie, clairvoyance. Doors open at 6.30 p.n.; 
ndanee is particularly requested. N.B.—Mr. 
Robertson, of Glasgow, has most kindly consented to 

py th ie Cavendish Rooms platform on Sunday evening, 
| A large gathering is expected, as this is one 


portun that London will have of hearing 

í er.—L.H. 
i IGTON SPIRITUAL SOCIETY, BLANCHE HALL 
KE NEWINGTON-ROAD, N.—Mr. 
eture was given to a good audience, in 
; on Wednesday, the 2nd inst, at 
n-road. Mr, M p. showed ri 
American visit, and also some of the 
late celebration held at Manchester 
On Sunday last Mr. J. Adams 
audience, Miss Pierpoint 
followed by reciting ‘The 
hort address of an uplifting 
g ‘The Promise of Life’ in 
0 good workers are most 
‘ard to their next visit. 
ing some elairvoyant de- 
d. [t is with great 
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ove 
TIENLEY-STREET, BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD. 


in the absence of Mr. Peters, Mrs. 
The evening was 


Haney HALI 
—On Sunday last, 
Boddington occupied our platform. i | 
devoted to < uestions from the audience, which were 
admirably dealt with. Mr, Murrell presided. On Sunday 
ext, the anniversary tea, general meeting, and election of 
oflicers Tea at 5.30 p.m. (tickets 6d. each). At 6.30 p.m.. 
ordinary meeting ; at 8.30 p.m., general meeting and election 
of officers. ‘Thursday, at 8 p.m., developing circle. Friday, 
at 880 p.m, Mutua Improvement Society ; paper by Mr. 
Pavis on ‘The Socialist Programme.’ Saturday, at 8. p.m. 
members’ and friends’ social meeting. M. 
Sourn LONDON SPIRITUALISTS’ MISSION, SURREY MASONIC 
Haut, CAMBERWELL New-roap, S.E.—On Sunday last there 
| was a large attendance at our morning publie circle, when 
Mr. W. E. Long gave successful clairvoyance ; at the evening 
meeting our hall was full, there being no standing room. 
Mr. Long dealt somewhat briefly with the lives of Samuel, 
Saul, and the woman of Endor—the latter standing asa 
noble example of one who was kind, even to her enemies. 
We had more than a hundred present at the circle held 
after the meeting. ‘Tickets for reserved seats for the debate 
on the 21st inst. are much in demand, and as the number is 
limited, an early application should be made by those who 
wish to secure a seat. On Sunday morning next, public 
circle as usual ; at 3 p.m., children's Lyceum ; at 6.30 p.m., 
Mr. W. E. Long ; subject, ‘The Peculiar People, and Others.’ 
At8p.m., election of associates, and circle as usual.— VERAX. 


Norru LONDON SPIRITUALISTS’ SOCIETY, 
Sm,—We are indebted to W. Ilfracombe for letter in the 
last issue of * Ligwr,’ and are very sorry that we missed the 
easure of her visit. Our place of meeting is really Vo. 14, 
troud Green-road (the Albion Hall is Vo. 12). We have a 
notice on the side of the entrance, the hall being at the 
end of the passage. ‘Tos. Brooks, Cor. Sec. 


Now Ready. 
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THE CONDUCT OF CIRCLES. 


By ‘M.A. (Oxox.)' 


ADVICE TO INQUIRERS. 


If you wish to see whether Spiritualism is really only 
jugglery and imposture, try it by personal experiment. If 
you can get an introduction to some experienced Spiritualist 
on whose good faith you can rely, ask him for advice ; and 
if he is holding private circles, seek permission to attend 


one to see how to conduct séances, and what to expect. 
r, difficulty in obtaining tte 
circles and, in any case, you must rely chiefly on experiences 
in your own family circle, or amongst your own friends, all 
strangers being excluded. 

Form a circle of from four to eight persons, half, or at 
least two, of negative, passive temperament and preferably 
of the female sex, the rest of a more positive type. Sit, 
positive and negative alternately, secure against disturbance, 
in subdued light, round an uncovered table of convenient 
size. Place the palms of the hands flat upon its upper surface. 
The hands of each sitter need not touch those of his 
neighbour, though the practice is frequently adopted. 

Do not concentrate attention too fixedly on the expected 
manifestation. Engage in cheerful but not frivolous con- 
versation. Avoid dispute or argument. Scepticism has no 
deterrent effect, but a bitter spirit of opposition in a person 
of determined will may totally stop or decidedly impede 
manifestations. If conversation flags, music is a great help, 
if it be agreeable to all, and not of a kind to irritate the 
sensitive ear. Patience is essential, and it may be necessary 
to meet ten or twelve times at short intervals, before any- 
thing occurs. If after such a trial you still fail, form a fresh 
circle. An hour should be the limit of an unsuccessful séance, 

If the table moves, let your pressure be so gentle on its 
surface that you are sure you are not aiding its motions. 
After some time you will probably find that the movemeat 
will continue if your hands are held over, but not in contact 
with, it. Do not, however, try this until the movement is 
assured, and be in no hurry to get messages. 

When you think that the time has come, let someone 
take command of the circle and act as spokesman. Explain 
to the unseen Intelligence that an agreed code of signals is 
desirable, and ask that a tilt may be given as the alphabet 
is slowly repeated, at the several letters which form the 
word that the Intelligence wishes to spell. It is convenient 
to use a single tilt for No, three for Yes, and two to express 
doubt or uncertainty. 

When a satisfactory communication has been established, 
ask if you are rightly placed, and if not, what order you 
should take. After this ask who the Intelligence purports 
to be, which of the company is the medium, and such relevant 
questions. If confusion occurs, ascribe it to the difficulty 
that exists in directing the movements at first with exacti- 
tude. Patience will remedy this. If you only satisfy 
yourself at first that it is possible to speak with an Intelli- 
gence separate from that of any person present, you will 
have gained much. 

The signals may take the form of raps. If so, use the 
same code of signals, and ask as the raps become clear that 
they may be made on the table, or in a part of the room 
where they are demonstrably not Renal by any natural 
means, but avoid any vexatious imposition of restriction on 
free communication. Let the Intelligence use its own means. 
It rests greatly with the sitters to make the manifestations 
elevating or frivolous and even tricky. 

Should an attempt be made to entrance the medium, or 
to manifest by any violent methods, ask that the attempt 
may be deferred till you can secure the presence of some 
experienced Spiritualist. If this request is not heeded, dis- 
continue the sitting. The process of developing a trance- 
medium is one that might disconcert an inexperienced 
inquirer, 

Lastly, try the results you get by the light of Reason. 
Maintain a level head and a clear judgment. Do not believe 
everything you are told, for though the great unseen world 
contains many a wise and discerning spirit, it also has in it 
the accumulation of human folly, vanity, and error ; and 
this lies neaver to the surface than that which is wise and 
good. Distrust the free use of great names. Never for a 
moment abandon the use of your reason. Do not enter into 
a very solemn investigation in a spirit of idle curiosity or 
frivolity. Cultivate a reverent desire for what is pure, good, 
and true. You will be repaid if you gain only a well- 
grounded conviction that there is a life after death, for 
which a pure and good life before death is the best and 
wisest preparation, 
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